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Trustees 
The Trustees serving during the period and since the period end are as follows: 
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ela Smith 

 Martin Bailey (co-opted 26 April 2021) 
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YOUR LOCAL RSPCA CHARITY SHOPS 

 

Bridport 
29 West Street 

Bridport 
Dorset 

01308 421683 

Dorchester 
31 Princes Street 

Dorchester 
Dorset 

01305 265777 

Sherborne 
52a Cheap Street 

Sherborne 
Dorset 

DT9 3BJ 
01935 814608 

 

 
All of our shops are in need 
of volunteers, if you are 
interested in helping out 
please pop in or give the 
shops a call. 
 
We always welcome 
donations of good quality 
clothing, books, CDs, bric a 
brac and other saleable 
items. 
 
As well as donated goods, 
we also sell a wide range of 
high-quality new items, 
including products from 
Ulster Weavers 
 
Our shops are our most 
important fundraising 
resource – please do 
support them and help us to 
help local animals. 

 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

All animals featured in this report were re-homed through Taylor’s Rehoming Centre 
Many thanks to Cara Watts and Sarah Faulkner for the lovely photos 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 



A MESSAGE FOR OUR SUPPORTERS 
 

2020 was a uniquely challenging year for everyone, and for the Trustees of RSPCA West Dorset Branch 
it was no exception.  The first Lockdown period, which began in March 2020, saw the compulsory shutting 
of our three charity shops, and the closure of Taylors Rehoming Centre to the general public.  The shops 
are our main source of regular income and the loss of revenue was of massive concern to the Branch.   
 
We responded quickly with the launch of an emergency ‘Coronavirus Appeal’ and our loyal supporters 
contributed the amazing sum of £5,508 over the next few months. This, along with the extremely welcome 
government support for small business throughout the Lockdown, helped us to weather the storm until 
were permitted to re-open the shops in June.  Thankfully, our wonderful supporters returned to the shops 
in good numbers and we had a successful trading summer.  We would like to thank all of our customers 
for their loyalty, and for helping us keep our staff, volunteers and other customers safe by maintaining 
social distance in our shops, using the hand sanitiser we provide, and most importantly by wearing a face 
covering.  It is only by following these rules that are able to keep the shops open to raise much needed 
money for the animals in our care. 
 
During Lockdown Taylors was closed to the public and we were not able to re-home animals.  The 
animals in our care at the time received an exceptional standard of care, and of love, until it was safe to 
move to the next stage of the process of finding their forever homes.  We moved to a system of ‘virtual 
home-visits’ whilst in the Covid19 system of “Tiers”, for the safety of potential adopters and our 
volunteers.  Visits to Taylors for the public to meet their potential new family members were conducted by 
appointment, with strict social distancing in place.  This highly successful system enabled us to re-home 
almost as many animals in 2020 as we did in 2019, despite the Lockdown periods and Covid19 rules and 
regulations.  At the time of writing we continue to operate our rehoming activities along these lines for the 
safety and protection of our staff and customers. 
 
Thanks to our strong Risk Management Strategy, careful financial planning and management in previous 
years, and an innovative reaction to the ever changing Covid19 restrictions, the Trustees were able to 
meet the challenges head on and end the year in a relatively strong position both financially and in terms 
of meeting our charitable aims and objectives.  In addition to our strong re-homing statistics we were also 
able to provide support for members of the public with vet bills, which was of vital importance for animal 
welfare at a time when so many people faced personal financial challenges.  Support was also given to a 
local food bank, by donating cat and dog food, to ensure the wellbeing of animals whose owners faced 
increasing monetary pressure. 
 

It is now essential that we look towards re-building 
our resources in the light of the uncertainly of what 
lies ahead of us.  The shops remain our focus, and 
we need a steady stream of good quality donations 
in addition to strong customer numbers to help 
ensure their profitability.  We hope to be able to 
hold a 2021 Taylors Open Day, as we have in 
previous years, but this will depend upon Covid19 
regulations. We will run various fundraising 
initiatives and appeals throughout the year and we 
will never take the incredible generosity of our 
supporters for granted.  We don’t like to be 
perceived as always asking for more, but the truth is 
that with our usual range of fundraising activities 
limited by Covid19 we are absolutely reliant upon 
the donations given to us, and every penny donated 
is truly valued and gratefully received. The animals 
depend upon us and we will always do our very 
best for them. 

Susan Stow 
Branch Administrator 

June 2021 
 



2020 TRUSTEE’S ANNUAL REPORT 
 

OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES 
 
Objectives and public benefit statement 
 
We promote the work and objects of the national RSPCA, being to prevent cruelty, promote kindness, 
and to alleviate the suffering of animals, in the West Dorset and Axminster (Devon) area. 
 
Our charitable activities 
 
1. We take in to care and rehome unwanted and stray pets through “Taylor’s Rehoming Centre”. 
 
2. We assist pet owners in the Branch area who are on low incomes with payment for veterinary 

treatment. 
 
3. We promote the work and objects of the National RSPCA - to promote kindness and to prevent or 

suppress cruelty to animals by all lawful means.  We support the work of local RSPCA Inspectors. 
 
Objects and public benefit statement 
 
1. The RSPCA West Dorset Branch is an unincorporated charitable association and a separately 

registered branch of the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (the Society), 
carrying out its direct animal welfare work in the area of West Dorset (and Axminster). 

 
2. The objects of the Branch are to promote the work and objects of the Society - to promote kindness 

and to prevent or suppress cruelty to animals by all lawful means - with particular reference to the 
area of the Branch, in accordance with the policies of the Society.   

 
3. The trustees have reviewed the outcomes and achievements of our objectives and activities for the 

year, to ensure they remain focused on our charitable aims, and continue to deliver benefits to the 
public.  We have complied with the duty under the Charities Act 2006 to have due regard to public 
benefit guidance published by the Commission.  

 
Advancement of animal welfare 
 
1. Under the Charities Act 2006, the advancement of animal welfare is recognised as a distinct 

statutory charitable purpose.  This legislation and the Animal Welfare Act of the same year indicate 
an acceptance by society that treating living creatures with compassion has a moral benefit for the 
public as a whole. Whilst this public benefit is clear, it is sometimes difficult to quantify and must be 
balanced against any detriment.  

 
2. The Branch’s animal welfare work, although local in nature, benefits society at large, and also aims 

to help people in need with the care of their animals.  The next section of this report highlights the 
Branch’s main activities and demonstrates the benefit provided to the public (in italics). All our 
charitable activities, as described in more detail in the following pages of this report, focus on 
promoting kindness and preventing or suppressing cruelty to animals and are undertaken to further 
these purposes for the public benefit. 

 
Charitable activities pursued for the public benefit 
 

1. We support our local Inspectors by taking in, free of charge, mistreated or abandoned animals, 
including pets whose owners suffer ill health or financial difficulties or pass away.  The 
Society’s Inspectorate (as well as providing education, information and advice) rescues animals 
in distress and enforces laws against the cruel mistreatment of animals in England and Wales 
by bringing prosecutions.  This work is key to ‘the prevention or suppression of cruelty’ part of 
the RSPCA objects, and promotes humane sentiments towards animals which involves moral 
benefit to humankind as a whole. 

 



2. We provide subsidised veterinary treatment for animals which are sick or injured and belong to 
local people on low incomes.  We do this through our Welfare scheme.  This work benefits 
those on means tested benefits by giving them financial help to obtain care for companion 
animals in need of veterinary treatment. 

 
3. We provide subsidised neutering and microchipping of companion animals for those in the 

Branch area on low incomes.  We do this through our Welfare scheme. This work helps to 
control dog/cat populations through neutering and benefits those on means tested benefits by 
giving them financial help to neuter and microchip companion animals, thereby promoting 
responsible pet ownership. 

 
4. Animals in our care receive veterinary treatment, vaccination, neutering, micro-chipping and are 

assessed for rehoming.  This work helps to control the incidence and spread of disease and 
suffering through vaccination and neutering. 

 
5. We rehome animals in need at low cost to people willing and able to have a companion animal.  

Whilst we recognise that companion animals provide measurable benefits to people’s physical 
and mental health, we consider the provision of pets as subsidiary to the main charitable of aim 
of this service, which is to reduce animal suffering.  Our policy to charge a reasonable adoption 
fee for animals aims to highlight the ongoing personal and financial commitment of pet 
ownership.  It would not be in the best interests of animals, and therefore would fall outside our 
objectives, to rehome to those who could not afford them.  

 
6. We take in, free of charge, lost animals and take steps to reunite them with owners.  This work 

benefits our local community (including local authorities) by preventing animals straying and 
posing a risk to themselves and to people through road traffic accidents. 

 
7. We respond to enquiries (both direct and via the Society’s national call centre) from the public 

about animals locally.  The public benefits from knowing that we can intervene to assist animals 
in need. 

 
8. We offer free animal care advice at our rehoming centre. The public benefits through the 

promotion of responsible pet ownership. 
 

9. Within the terms of our governing document, we support the National Society and other RSPCA 
branches through collaborating on animal welfare initiatives and providing financial support for 
pet owners.  The public benefits through our collective efforts to provide additional financial 
support by working together. 

 
10. We provide volunteering opportunities for those who wish to support our work, including 

trusteeship, fostering and fundraising.  This benefits local people and companies by providing 
the possibility of doing work which is compassionate and rewarding. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Aims and Objectives 
 

 To build on the success of Taylor’s by maximising the numbers of animals re-homed. 

 To assist with veterinary bills for pet owners on low incomes within a set budget. 

 To support the Inspectorate by taking in National RSPCA generated animals. 

 To increase fundraising revenue and responsibly manage expenditure. 

 To promote and maintain our charity shops in Dorchester, Bridport and Sherborne. 

 To consider and plan the future of our rehoming facilities. 
 

Strategies to achieve Aims and Objectives 
 

 To take full advantage of all fundraising and promotional opportunities 

 To hold an “Open Day” at Taylor’s (subject to Covid 19 rules and guidance) 

 To seek to encourage legacies to the Branch 

 To maximise eBay sales 

 To maximize publicity and public awareness of the work of the Branch. 
 

Volunteer contribution 
 
The Branch is indebted to the contribution of our loyal volunteers, both at out charity shops and at 
Taylor’s Rehoming Centre.  Volunteers contributed approx. 3,000 hours of work in our charity shops and 
over 1,000 hours of work at Taylor’s Rehoming Centre.  Students at Kingston Maurward College put in 
over 500 hours of work at Taylor’s as part of their College Courses.  Additional support is given by 
volunteers for fundraising events and administrative support.  The dedication of all our volunteers is 
greatly appreciated.   
 
 

ACHIEVEMENTS AND PERFORMANCE 
Fundraising 
 
2020 was a tough year due to the pandemic which impacted considerably on the activities of the shops 
with two periods of total closure. However, when they were allowed to re-open the shops performed 
exceptionally well in very difficult circumstances.  
 
We were fortunately able to claim Furlough for the Shop Staff whilst the shops were closed and we were 
also eligible for Local Authority Grants and a full rates rebate, all of which greatly lessened the impact of 
the Pandemic on the Charity. 
 
The Branch was fortunate to receive legacy income of £45,964 during the year. As ever, we are 
extremely grateful for the generosity of our donors, and committed to ensure that the legacy income we 
receive is spent for the maximum possible benefit for the animals in our care.  In addition to this, the 
Branch received £769 from Funeral Donations. 
 
Income is generated at Taylors Rehoming Centre through rehoming donations, sale of food, litter and 
other goods, holiday boarding for animals rehomed from Taylors, pen sponsorship, general donations and 
fundraising events.  Total income generated by Taylors in 2020 was £19,724.  In addition to this, income 
from the “Friends of Taylors” and regular standing orders brought in £21,389. 
 
Unfortunately we have reduced income from Taylors due to the Pandemic and whilst we were closed to 
the public we were not able to Furlough staff as the animals still required the same level of care 
throughout the period of closure.  
 
£25,173 was received from RSPCA Headquarters in respect of the national house to house fundraising 
initiative.  The Branch itself does not carry out house to house fundraising, but we are very grateful for the 
proportion of funds raised which are passed to the Branch as a result the National RSPCA initiative. 
 
Our investments generated £6,566 in interest and dividends.  The Trustees closely monitor the 
performance of our investment portfolio and endeavour to maximise income with minimal risk to capital.  



Due to the pandemic occurring early in the year and the substantial market losses incurred, the Trustees 
felt it prudent to liquidate the Investments in order to safeguard the remaining funds and to ensure the 
continuance of the charity, with the expectation of limited income from the shops and the uncertainty for 
the year ahead.  Towards the end of the year, once the uncertainty of trading was diminished somewhat, 
a new Investment Management Company was sourced and appointed by the Trustees. The funds will 
therefore be re-invested during the first quarter of 2021. 
 
We were able to reclaim £1,991 in Gift Aid in 2020.  We are grateful for our donors who kindly elect to 
allow us to claim Gift Aid on their donations, and also for all small cash donations, which are eligible for 
Gift Aid payments under the GASDS scheme. 
 
Our static collection boxes throughout the Branch area, brought in £391.  We would like to thank the 
shops and business who kindly allow us to keep collection boxes on their premises, and to the volunteers 
who kindly manage them. 
 
Performance 

 
The income generated by the Branch is used to meet the three main charitable objectives of the Branch 
set with regards to public benefit. 
 
1. We take in to care and rehome unwanted and stray pets through “Taylor’s Rehoming Centre”. 
 
Taylor’s total running costs for 2020 were £193,612.  The following table shows the number of animals 
rehomed in the past three years. 
 

Re-homing: Numbers of animals re-homed by Taylor’s 2020 
 

  CATS RABBITS HENS OTHER 

2018  161 22 142 178 

2019 134 25 142 178 

2020 131 20 0 139 

 

 
 
2. We assist pet owners in the Branch area who are on low incomes with payment for veterinary 

treatment. 
 



The total cost of Welfare expenditure was £2,032 around 50% of previous years due to the pandemic.  
The following table shows the number of animals assisted by our welfare activity over the past three 
years. 
 

Welfare : Veterinary procedures financially assisted by the Branch 2020 
 

 CATS DOGS OTHER 

  MEDICAL NEUTERING MEDICAL NEUTERING  MEDICAL NEUTERING 

2018 21 10 24 8 4 0 

2019 21 16 23 14 0 0 

2020 11 17 13 5 2 0 

 

 
 
3. We promote the work and objects of the National RSPCA - to promote kindness and to 

prevent or suppress cruelty to animals by all lawful means.  We support the work of local 
RSPCA Inspectors. 
 

During 2020 all activities were severely impacted due to the pandemic restrictions imposed, however The 
Branch continued to use its social media profile to promote national campaigns. 
 

FINANCIAL REVIEW 
 

The Branch received income from donations and legacies totalling £190,881 during the year compared 
with £238,953 in 2019.  Additional income received during the year consisted of pandemic support grants 
totalling £77,861 (which is included within donations and legacies of £190,881). Income from other trading 
activities totalled £122,200 (2019: £207,474) and investment income was £6,566 (2019: £14,870). Total 
income for the year reduced to £319,647, compared with £461,297, in 2019. 
 
Total expenditure decreased slightly to £336,466 (2019: £340,680).  After accounting for net investment 
losses of £41,909 (2019: Gain of £18,065), the net loss for the year was £58,728 (2019: Profit £138,682). 
 
Our Financial Reserves policy 
 
As 31 December 2020, total funds stood at £784,175.  Of this, £546,995 represents free reserves 
available to the Branch, equivalent to more than 18 month’s current expenditure.  The Branch aims to 
ensure that the financial reserves at any one time would cover at least twelve months predicted 



expenditure.  This is to protect the Branch from fluctuations in income in order that levels of service 
provided for the welfare of local animals may be maintained in the event of a reduction in incoming 
resources.  Reserves, in this context, means funds that are freely available for the Branch’s general 
purposes after all commitments have been met and excludes fixed assets.  Of the free reserves 
mentioned above, the trustees have designated the investment portfolio of £450,000 towards the long 
term aim of providing a new Centre with additional facilities for the rehoming of dogs should funding allow.  
 
If the financial reserves substantially exceed eighteen months predicted expenditure at any one time, the 
trustees will seek to increase and expand the animal welfare activity of the Branch.  In addition to these 
the Branch also holds additional restricted funds totalling £214,115 at 31 December 2020.  These funds 
have been donated for specific purpose and cannot be used for anything other than the purposes for 
which they were donated.  
 
In recent years a large part of the Branch income has been legacy related and whilst the trustees do all 
they can to encourage legacies to the Branch, by its very nature legacy income cannot be predicted.   

 
FUTURE PLANS 

 
In 2021 the Trustees aim to maximise the profitability of the three shops via constant review and 
implementation of new marketing strategies, including ‘Best Practice’ from our most profitable shop and 
making use of professional advice.  The performance of all shops will continue to be closely monitored.  
Legacies will be promoted via leaflets and contact with local solicitors.  The Branch will seek to hold as 
many individual fundraising events as resources allow.  Use of social media will be increased to promote 
the work of the Branch.  Taylors Rehoming Centre will maintain excellent standard of care and will 
maximise use of advertising to rehome animals. 
 
The Trustees have planned an investment program in Taylors intended to bring the facilities up to a high 
standard with the possibility of future additional units to enable more animals to be catered for. This plan 
began during 2018, with improvements undertaken which included the installation of air conditioning, high 
level security fencing, and internal redecoration and refitting, this will continue during 2021 as funds allow.  
.  
 

STRUCTURE, GOVERANCE AND MANAGEMENT 
 
The charity is a branch of the South West Regional and National RSPCA and was registered on 13 July 
1966 (number 248616).  It is governed by the RSPCA Branch model rules and subject to the overall 
supervision of the RSPCA, but otherwise manages its own affairs and finances independently. 
 
The charity is run by the branch committee whose 
members are the charity’s trustees.  The Committee is 
elected by branch members at the AGM (7 to 14 
trustees), or may be co-opted by the existing committee 
if they have particular skills required; up to 3 trustees 
may be co-opted in a year.  Candidates for election at 
the AGM must be nominated by two eligible branch 
members and must receive in excess of 50% of the 
votes of those eligible members who are present and 
who vote at the AGM.  To stand for election at the AGM, 
or to exercise voting rights, individuals must have been 
members of the branch for at least 3 clear calendar 
months. A declaration of willingness to act must be 
completed and signed before being eligible to vote at 
meetings.   
 
Induction and training is covered by the provision of 
information packs and booklets from the National 
Society and the Charity Commission, as well as 
guidance and training from existing committee members. 
 



There are three lead officer posts, Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary, and additionally nominated 
trustees take a lead responsibility for such things as line management of the re-homing centre, shops and 
website management. 
 
Trustees receive support and advice from the Branch Support Specialist (from the South West Regional 
RSPCA) who attends branch committee meetings and is always on hand to offer guidance. 
 
Additionally one trustee is elected to the South West Regional Board, which meets on a regular basis to 
agree and assess campaigns, networking and home visiting schemes, and receives information on 
Inspectorate issues. 
 
Matters that require a vote must be proposed and seconded by individual trustees and all trustees 
present at the meeting have one vote. The Chairman of the meeting is not eligible to vote unless in the 
case of the tie, in which case the vote of the Chairman is the deciding vote.   
 
The trustees are legally required to draw up and implement a Risk Management Strategy.  Once it is in 
operation daily implementation can be delegated, but the final responsibility lies with the trustees, who are 
liable for any infringement.  Our very comprehensive Risk Management Strategy has been put in writing 
and made available to our auditors. The Strategy is reviewed and updated regularly. 
 

STATEMENT OF TRUSTEES’ RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

The trustees are responsible for preparing the Trustees' Report and the financial statements in 
accordance with applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards including Financial Reporting 
Standard 102: The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (United 
Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice). 

 
The law applicable to charities in England & Wales 
requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for 
each financial year which give a true and fair view of the 
state of affairs of the charity and of the income and 
expenditure of the charity for that period. In preparing 
these financial statements, the trustees are required to: 
 

consistently; 

SORP; 

reasonable and prudent; 
ave 

been followed, subject to any material departures 
disclosed and explained in the financial statements, and 

basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the charity 
will continue in business. 
 
The trustees are responsible for maintaining proper 
accounting records which disclose with reasonable 

accuracy at any time the financial position of the charity and enable them to ensure that the financial 
statements comply with the Charities Act 2011, the Charity (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 and 
the provisions of the trust deed/constitution. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the 
charity and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other 
irregularities. 
 
The trustees are responsible for the maintenance and integrity of the charity and financial information 
included on the charity's website. Legislation in the United Kingdom governing the preparation and 
dissemination of financial statements may differ from legislation in other jurisdictions. 
 



RSPCA West Dorset Branch 

 Statement of Financial Activities 

For the Year Ended 31 December 2020 

 

Unres-

tricted

Res-

tricted

Total 

2020

Unres-

tricted

Res-

tricted

Total 

2019

Note £ £ £ £ £ £

Income:

Donations and legacies 2 133,314 57,567 190,881 191,417 47,536 238,953

Income from other trading

activities

Trading income 3 121,261 - 121,261 202,411 - 202,411

Other fundraising income 939 - 939 5,063 - 5,063

Investments 4 6,566 - 6,566 14,870 - 14,870

Total income 262,080 57,567 319,647 413,761 47,536 461,297

Expenditure:

Costs of raising funds

Investment manager's fees 1,816 - 1,816 3,083 - 3,083

Trading expenditure 3 123,088 - 123,088 130,465 - 130,465

Other fundraising and

publicity costs - - - 360 - 360

 Charitable activities 5 198,050 13,512 211,562 193,978 12,794 206,772

Total expenditure 322,954 13,512 336,466 327,886 12,794 340,680

Net income/(expenditure)

before other recognised

(losses)/gains (60,874) 44,055 (16,819) 85,875 34,742 120,617

Realised losses on

disposal of investments (41,909) - (41,909) (3,312) - (3,312)

Unrealised gains/(losses) on - - - 21,377 - 21,377

investments

Net income/(expenditure)

before transfers (102,783) 44,055 (58,728) 103,940 34,742 138,682

Transfers between funds 12 - - - 1,070 (1,070) -

Net movement in funds (102,783) 44,055 (58,728) 105,010 33,672 138,682

Reconciliation of funds

Total funds brought forward 12 672,843 170,060 842,903 567,833 136,388 704,221

Total funds carried forward 570,060 214,115 784,175 672,843 170,060 842,903

 

 
A full copy of the audited accounts is available to download from our website 

www.westdorsetrspca.org 
 



 

RSPCA TAYLOR’S MANAGER’S REPORT 
 

We, like everyone, have had the most 
challenging year.  As always we could not do 
our work without the continued support, hard 
work and dedication from our staff, committee 
and volunteers. 
 
Whilst still caring for the animals at Taylor’s we 
have had to adapt our working procedures to 
be able to work safely within the COVID-19 
pandemic.  Some of our staff have had to 
shield and the others have had to work with 
strict social distancing, it has been a testing 
time but we are getting through it. 
         
We have taken in 8 cockerels this year which is 
a lot as they can be a challenge to find homes 

for, as they are so noisy and they cannot usually be housed together as they will fight.  We had a group of 
Bantam boys that we called Snap, Crackle and Pop - they were dumped in a box.  Sadly, Snap died but 
Crackle and Pop are living together and we hope to soon find them their forever home. 
 
We took in a group of ten female guinea pigs 
that needed rehoming as the petting farm they 
were living in was closing.  They were very 
friendly and of varying ages.   We were able 
to pair some with our neutered males, seven 
of which had been dumped in a box and had 
started to fight, so they were much happier 
with a female guinea pig for company. 
 
We have helped a lady who started off with 
two cats, but when we were contacted she 
was up to twelve cats. They were all very 
loved but none of them were neutered, we 
took in nine of her cats and helped towards 
the neutering of the three her landlord allowed her to keep.  Two of the nine cats we took in were 
pregnant and had litters of five kittens each. They are all doing really well and the mums are very 
attentive and nursing them with great care.  

 
We hope to be rehoming again soon.  The 
“viewing by appointment” system that we had 
organised for when we aren’t in full lockdown 
worked very well, and we will continue with this 
until it is safe to be fully open again as we were 
prior to the pandemic.  We as a Branch feel it 
is very important for the new owners to meet 
their new pet before they get to have them at 
home as they are part of the family. 
  
Keep safe everyone, and we hope to see you 
all again very soon                                                  

Tessa Every 
RSPCA Taylor’s Rehoming Centre Manager 

February 2021 
 
 
 



 

DORSET AND WILTS INSPECTORATE REPORT 2020 
 
Here’s a review of the year in pictures including some of our favourite rescues! 
 

Toe-loose and Fancy Free! 
 

Inspector Charlotte Coggins was called to 
rescue a Bearded Dragon which had been 
callously dumped in a cardboard box 
behind some bins in Dorchester. 
Affectionately named Toe-less Trevor by 
Charlotte as he had a toe missing on one 
foot - he was taken to the vets for a check 
over and treatment for dehydration. Despite 
following every line of enquiry, Charlotte 
was unable to locate Trevor’s owner and 
he was transported to RSPCA Brighton for 
rehoming. 

 
Skua...aaawwk!! 

 
Inspector Patrick Bailey was called to 
Chesil Beach after a call was received 
about a distressed bird. Patrick found a 
large bird which had been washed up and 
battered by the waves and took the poor 
bird home for the immediate relief of 
warmth / food / water. Patrick was 
delighted when he realised he had rescued 
a Great Skua, not commonly seen and 
known as ‘Pirates of the Sea’. Well this 
pirate was much brighter after a night of 
warmth and nourishment but looked to 
have lost its waterproofing. Patrick 
transported the Skua to West hatch for 
further rehab and release. 
 
 

Happy homecoming 
 
Inspector Charlotte Coggins dealt with a 
job in Dorchester where a poor cat Called 
Jordan was found caught in an illegal gin 
trap. Jordan had been missing from his 
home for at least a month before he was 
found and thankfully was rushed to the vets 
for treatment and was able to go home and 
make a full recovery. Jordan’s owners were 
overjoyed when the news came that he had 
been found and would be OK. Inspector 
Charlotte Coggins investigated and despite 
a press release for information Charlotte 
was unable to find who had set the deadly 
trap. 
 



 
 

Joint effort at Portland Bill 
 
Before Christmas Animal Rescue officer Jo 
Blackburn had a call about a possibly injured seal 
pup around Chesil beach - but despite attending 
and searching for some time for the pup Jo was 
unable to locate as the pup must have been 
washed back out to sea. Then a few days later Jo 
was called out to an injured seal pup on a small 
rocky cove near the lighthouse at Portland Bill. It 
was likely the same seal Jo had previously looked 
for on Chesil beach. The pup had various old 
looking wounds on it, but was extremely feisty still 
and difficult to confine. Due to the inaccessibility of 
the location, Jo contacted the coastguard for 
assistance. About 15 Coast Guard crew turned up 
very quickly and helped Jo get her kennel down to 
the cove. Jo was able to successfully confine the 
seal inside the kennel and with the assistance of the 
crew carried the poor pup back to her van. The seal 
was taken straight to West Hatch for assessment. 
 

Lewis Taylor - Chief Inspector Dorset and Wilts 
 

 

FUNDRAISING IN CHARMOUTH AND LYME REGIS 
 
In 2020 our Charmouth, Lyme and Axminster Auxiliary raised a grand total of £397.30  Of this, £297.30 
was raised from the collection boxes at Lyme Regis Antiques and Craft Centre, and Morgans Store in 
Charmouth.  We are so grateful to these businesses for continuing to keep collection dogs for us. The 
remaining £100 was raised by Mrs Wiscombe who so generously donated the money raised by her 
wonderful Open Garden events.  Our grateful thanks to Carol Pickering for continuing to empty our 
collection boxes in the area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



HOW YOU CAN HELP 
 

Volunteering 
 

If you have a few hours to spare each week, would you like to volunteer in one of our Charity Shops, or at 
Taylors Rehoming Centre?  Please contact us, or drop in to one of the shops, to pick up a volunteer 
application form. 
 

Regular or one off donations 
 

 
Donations are incredibly important to us.  The 
easiest way to donate is via the PayPal logo 
on our website – you don’t need to have a 
PayPal account to do this, and you can use 
any credit or debit card.  If you would like to 
make a one off or regular donation, you can 
do this through the PayPal link. If you would 
like to Gift Aid your donation, there is a really 
quick and easy form which can be filled out 
and submitted online. 
 

 

Check out our eBay store 
 
 

We are selling more than ever on eBay, both donated 
and new goods.  100% of the profits help the animals at 

Taylors 
 
 

 

Support our shops 
 
Please remember our shops when you have goods to donate.  We aim to sell a quality range of clothing, 
bric a brac, books and household items.  Shopping with us and choosing ‘pre-loved’ over new goods is of 

massive benefit to the environment as well as helping the animals. 
 

Amazon Smile - Support us when you shop on AMAZON 

 
 

Amazon will donate 0.5% of what you spend with them to us every time you make a purchase! 
0.5% of all you spend can be donated to us at no cost to you! 

Simply log in to Amazon via the website address www.smile.amazon.co.uk 
Search for “royal society for the prevention of cruelty to animals west dorset branch” 

and select us as your chosen charity.  You only need do this once. 
Always remember to log in to smile.amazon.co.uk (rather than amazon.co.uk) and we will automatically 

receive your donations. 

http://www.smile.amazon.co.uk/


 

Give the animals a little 
something… 

 
We are always grateful for 
donated cat food (Whiskas or 
Felix), crocheted or knitted cat 
blankets and items from our 
animals AMAZON WISH LIST – 
you can find the link on our 
website. 
 

 

Got an old car to scrap? 
 

 
Giveacar is a non-profit fundraising organisation that 
raises money for UK charities by scrapping and selling 
old cars.  They provide a FREE nationwide service 
which: 
Arranges collection of the vehicle from your home 
Depending on its age and condition, recycles it at an 
Authorised Treatment Facility or sends it to auction. 
Scrap donations raise an average of £35 (depending on 
the price of metal) while auction cars can raise much 
more. 
To arrange collection of a car, 

visit http://www.giveacar.co.uk/charities/rspca-west-
dorset or call 020 7736 4242, quoting RSPCA WEST 
DORSET BRANCH as your preferred charity. 

 
 

Crochet or knit a purple poppy 
 
RSPCA West Dorset Branch sell knitted and crocheted purple poppies at 
Taylors Rehoming Centre and in our charity shops in Bridport, 
Dorchester and Sherborne for Remembrance Day.   Can you help by 
knitting or crocheting some for us?  There is a pattern on our website, or 
you can follow any pattern you find online.  We love our volunteers to 
make them throughout the year so we have plenty for October / 
November. 

 
 

Keep in touch with us on social media 

 
www.facebook.com/rspcataylorsrehoming/ 

 
www.facebook.com/rspcawestdorsetshops 

 
twitter.com/rspcawestdorset 

 
www.instagram.com/rspcataylorsrehoming/ 

http://www.giveacar.co.uk/charities/rspca-west-dorset
http://www.giveacar.co.uk/charities/rspca-west-dorset
http://www.facebook.com/rspcataylorsrehoming/


LEGACIES – OUR LIFELINE 
 
In the past, the RSPCA West Dorset Branch has been deeply indebted to those supporters who have 
been kind enough to remember the Branch in their wills.  It was thanks to the generosity of two ladies who 
made bequests to the Branch in their wills that the 'Taylor's Rehoming Centre' project was able to go 
ahead, and we have since received additional generous legacies which have enabled us to continue 
helping animals in need.  It is a tribute to their love for animals that in the years to come we will be able to 
help many hundreds of creatures find loving new homes.  Please remember that if you wish the money to 
be spent helping animals in the West Dorset area, or at 'Taylor's', your will must be specifically worded to 
mention the West Dorset Branch.  Any member wishing to leave a legacy to the RSPCA West Dorset 
Branch may find the following wording useful: 

 “I give the sum of £_________ to the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals West 
Dorset Branch (Registered Charity No. 248616) and I declare that the receipt of the Honorary 
Treasurer or other proper officer for the time being of the said Branch shall be sufficient 
discharge for the said legacy.” 

 
If you already have a will, your solicitor can add to it a section (a codicil) based on the above words 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



YOU CAN BECOME A ‘FRIEND’ OF 
RSPCA TAYLOR’S REHOMING CENTRE 

 
You can become a ‘Friend of Taylor’s’ for a minimum donation of £10 per year (£8 for under 
16s / over 60s).  You will receive a welcome pack, badge, membership card, newsletters and 
the chance to join our Centre staff for special ‘Friends Tours’.  Your donation will go 
exclusively towards the day to day funding of the Centre. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

I wish to become a ‘Friend of Taylor’s Rehoming Centre’ 
I enclose a donation of £_______           

£10 adult member           £8 if under 16           £8 over 60  

£15 joint adult membership           £20 for a family of up to 5 members   
 for one year’s membership 

£100 one off payment if you wish to become a ‘Friend for Life’  

£250 one off payment if you wish to become a ‘Life Patron of Taylor’s’  

£500 one off payment to become a ‘Life Patron of RSPCA West Dorset Branch’  

 
NAME 
 

 

ADDRESS                                                 
                       
 
 
TELEPHONE                  DATE 
 
Please make cheques payable to RSPCA West Dorset Branch.  
 
PLEASE CUT OUT THIS FORM AND RETURN TO:- 
‘FRIENDS OF TAYLOR’S REHOMING CENTRE’ 
RSPCA WEST DORSET BRANCH 
PO BOX 5460, WEYMOUTH, DORSET, DT3 6WH 
 

GIFT AID DECLARATION 
Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate 

Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you pay for the current tax year.  Your address 
is needed to identify you as a current UK taxpayer. 

 
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax 
than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on my donation in that tax year it is my responsibility to 

pay any difference.  I want to Gift Aid my donation of 
£_______________  

and any donations I make in the future to RSPCA WEST DORSET BRANCH 

NAME ______________________________________________________________ 
HOUSE NO OR NAME AND POSTCODE ____________________________________ 
SIGNED _____________________________________________________________ 
DATE  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Please notify us if you want to cancel this declaration, want to change your home address or 
no longer pay sufficient tax on your income or capital gains. 



WOULD YOU LIKE TO SPONSOR A CAT PEN? 
 

You can ‘Sponsor’ a cat pen, cage or hutch at “Taylor’s” by way of a ‘one-off’ donation or a 
yearly payment, from as little as £25.  All Sponsors are recognised by way of a personalised 
plaque displayed on the pen or hutch.  This is a wonderful way of showing your support for 
the Centre, and you and your friends will, of course, be able to visit Taylor’s to see ‘your 
plaque’ on the pen, cage or hutch! 
 

I WOULD LIKE TO SPONSOR A PEN AT TAYLOR’S 
NAME 
ADDRESS 
 
EMAIL 
TELEPHONE       DATE 
 

Please make cheques payable to RSPCA West Dorset Branch. 
 
I enclose a donation of £_______ for the following Sponsorship category (PLEASE TICK 
BOX) 
□Sponsor a Hutch - £50               □Sponsor a Cage - £25  
Sponsor a Cat Pen:-  □1 year   -   £70     □2 years -   £100      
□3 years -   £150      □5 years -   £250    □10 years - £450      
□15 years - £650      □20 years - £800    □25 years - £1000  
 

If you would rather make an Annual Sponsorship payment please tick here □ 
 

Annual donation of £          (minimum £25) 
Please contact us for details if you would like to pay by standing order. 

 

PLEASE FILL IN BELOW HOW YOU WOULD LIKE THE REST OF THE INSCRIPTION TO 
APPEAR ON YOUR PLAQUE.  PLEASE USE BLOCK CAPITALS. 

 S P O N S O R E D   B Y   

               

               

GIFT AID DECLARATION 

Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate 
Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you pay for the current tax year.  Your address 

is needed to identify you as a current UK taxpayer. 
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax 
than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on my donation in that tax year it is my responsibility to 

pay any difference.  I want to Gift Aid my donation of 

£_______________  
and any donations I make in the future to RSPCA WEST DORSET BRANCH 

NAME ______________________________________________________________ 
HOUSE NO OR NAME AND POSTCODE ____________________________________ 
SIGNED _____________________________________________________________ 
DATE  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
Please notify us if you want to cancel this declaration, want to change your home address or 

no longer pay sufficient tax on your income or capital gains. 



SMALL CHANGE APPEAL 
 

We are always very grateful for your support so we can continue to assist 
local animals.  We know how many demands there are on your money, so 
we are only asking if you could please consider a regular donation of just 

£2.50 a month.  Every penny really does count! 
 

In order to continue our work we need to 
raise in the region of 

£350,000 a year 

We receive no lottery or government 
funding 

Just £2.50 a month could 

make all the difference 

Please consider making a regular 
donation towards our work.   

We are grateful for any amount, 
however large or small. 

  
Our ability to continue helping local 
animals depends entirely upon the 

support of local people.   
_________________________________________________________ 

  
Please complete the standing order form on the next page and send with the 
details below to:- 
  
RSPCA WEST DORSET BRANCH,  
PO BOX 5460, WEYMOUTH, DT3 6WH.      
(If you would prefer to make a one-off donation, please make cheques 
payable to RSPCA West Dorset Branch and send to the address above)                 
  
Your Name 
  
Your Address 
 
 
Email Address 
 
 



MY REGULAR DONATION TO RSPCA WEST DORSET 
 

Please complete the Standing Order mandate below.  You may, of course, cancel this 

instruction at any time simply by contacting your Bank.  

Please complete the form below, detach the page and send to:- 

RSPCA WEST DORSET BRANCH,  

PO BOX 5460, WEYMOUTH, DT3 6WH.    NOT TO YOUR BANK                  
  
NAME OF YOUR BANK / BUILDING SOCIETY 

________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS OF YOUR BANK / BUILDING SOCIETY BRANCH 

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

PLEASE PAY LLOYDS BANK, WEYMOUTH BRANCH  

ACCOUNT No.                              SORT CODE                          (we will complete these details) 

FOR THE CREDIT OF RSPCA WEST DORSET BRANCH 

THE SUM OF (FIGURES) £________________________________________ 

THE SUM OF (WORDS)___________________________________________ 

COMMENCING (DATE OF FIRST PAYMENT) _______________________ 

AND THEREAFTER EVERY MONTH  (OR) YEAR PLEASE DELETE ONE 

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE IN WRITING. 

PLEASE DEBIT MY ACCOUNT ACCORDINGLY 

NAME OF ACCOUNT TO BE DEBITED ____________________________ 

ACCOUNT NUMBER  ___________________________________________ 

SORT CODE  ___________________________________________________ 

NAME  ________________________________________________________ 

SIGNED  _______________________________________________________ 

DATE   ________________________________________________________ 

  

 GIFT AID DECLARATION 
Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate 

Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you pay for the current tax year.  Your address 
is needed to identify you as a current UK taxpayer. 

 
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax 
than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on my donation in that tax year it is my responsibility to 

pay any difference.  I want to Gift Aid my donation of 
£_______________  

and any donations I make in the future to RSPCA WEST DORSET BRANCH 

NAME ______________________________________________________________ 
HOUSE NO OR NAME AND POSTCODE ____________________________________ 
SIGNED _____________________________________________________________ 
DATE  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Please notify us if you want to cancel this declaration, want to change your home address or 
no longer pay sufficient tax on your income or capital gains. 

 


